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agriculture. It also provides crop insurance, so that when disasters strike, 
our farmers do not lose everything they have worked to build. 

While our farmers and ranchers are the best in the world, agriculture re-
mains one of our country’s most hazardous industries. Producers and their 
families are exposed to numerous safety and health dangers—from vehic-
ular fatalities and heat-related illnesses to injuries from falls and sicknesses 
from exposure to pesticides and chemicals. With preparation and proper 
training, these risks can be limited and lives can be saved. That is why my 
Administration continues to pursue innovative and comprehensive ways to 
lessen these hazards. We have invested in programs that improve youth 
farm safety, and last year, we announced plans to support the development 
of a national safety training curriculum for young agricultural workers. 

This week, we salute all those who carry forward our Nation’s proud tradi-
tion on sprawling ranches and cross-hatched fields. Let us recommit to 
raising awareness of the dangers they face and doing our part to protect 
their health and well-being. Together, we can ensure a safer future for this 
great American industry. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 21 through 
September 27, 2014, as National Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon 
the agencies, organizations, businesses, and extension services that serve 
America’s agricultural workers to strengthen their commitment to pro-
moting farm safety and health programs. I also urge Americans to honor 
our agricultural heritage and express appreciation to our farmers, ranchers, 
and farmworkers for their contributions to our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9171 of September 19, 2014 

National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week, 
2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On the eve of our Nation’s birth, a courageous people stood up to the tyr-
anny of an empire and declared their independence. They proclaimed the 
values of equality and justice and fought a revolution to secure them. In 
13 colonies, farmers and tradesmen laid their lives on the line, picked up 
arms, and answered their new country’s call to defend freedom. 

Throughout our history, patriotic Americans have always stepped up in our 
Nation’s time of need. It is in this spirit that our National Guard and Re-
serve members carry forward a proud legacy of service and sacrifice. This 
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week, we honor all those who stand ready to defend our way of life and 
the families, employers, and communities who support them. 

More than 1 million citizen-Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast 
Guardsmen serve our country in the National Guard and Reserve. They live 
in our communities and work in our cities and towns. We know them as 
our teachers, coaches, and doctors—but when a crisis strikes or the strength 
of our military is needed, they leave the comfort of their civilian lives to 
protect our Nation. Members of the Guard and Reserve have responded to 
disasters at home and have served tours of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Our country is grateful to all our Guardsmen and Reservists and the em-
ployers who stand behind them and their families. By providing workplace 
flexibility and helping the advancement of their civilian careers, employers 
ease the burden on those who serve and their loved ones. And we appre-
ciate all our country’s businesses that go above and beyond in small and 
large ways to recognize our patriots. We know that when it comes to sup-
porting our Nation’s heroes, everybody can do something—every business, 
every school, and every American. 

The United States has a profound obligation to care for those who serve 
in our Armed Forces, and my Administration will keep providing unprece-
dented support to the members of our military. We have increased access 
to Federal education benefits for service members and their loved ones and 
worked to improve our veterans health care system. This year, in conjunc-
tion with First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden’s Joining Forces ini-
tiative, we launched the Veterans Employment Center, an online tool that 
connects veterans, transitioning service members, and their families with 
employers who are seeking to leverage their skills and talents. It is the first 
Government-wide program to bring career resources and job opportunities 
together in one place. My Administration will keep engaging all sectors of 
society to give our military communities the support they have earned. 

During National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week, we sa-
lute the heroes in our everyday lives. As a Nation, let us renew our com-
mitment to serve the families who represent the best of America as well 
as they serve us. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 21 through 
September 27, 2014, as National Employer Support of the Guard and Re-
serve Week. I call upon all Americans to join me in expressing our heartfelt 
thanks to the members of the National Guard and Reserve and their civilian 
employers. I also call on State and local officials, private organizations, and 
all military commanders, to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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